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Survey on Signed Cross-Strait Economic Cooperation 
Agreement, People's Views on Unification-Independen ce 

Issue and President Ma Ying-jeou's Approval Rating 

A. Response on the signed cross-Strait Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA): 

47.1 percent of people were supportive of the economic deal while 33.9 percent were not; 44.7 

percent said the economic deal would benefit Taiwan more but 35.6 percent held the opposite 

view.�

Taiwan's Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) and China’s Association for Relations across 

the Taiwan Straits (ARATS) signed ECFA June 29 in Chongqing. GVSRC poll indicated 88.4 

percent of the interviewed did not read the 16-article agreement with only 9.3 percent giving the 

positive response. 47.1 percent of the respondents supported the signed deal while 33.9 percent 

voiced opposition and 19.1 percent failed to provide explicit response. Compared with the poll 

conducted in March, the support rate of the economic agreement increased 0.9 percentage 

points and people who are opposed to it decreased 2 percentage points. Both are within the 

margin of sampling error. 

According to the 

cross-tabulation, among the 

interviewees who live in Yunlin, 

Chiayi or Tainan County, over 

60-year-old, only received 

primary education, or have 

pro-green political inclination 

people opposed to ECFA 

outnumbered those supportive 

of the deal. However, the pros 

outnumbered the cons among people who have different background from the aforementioned 

interviewees. It is noteworthy that 63.7 percent of the respondents, who read the 16 articles of 

ECFA, were supportive of the agreement while 33.8 percent voiced opposition. 

44.7 percent of people thought ECFA would benefit Taiwan more but 35.6 percent said harm 

more. 2.2 percent said it would bring benefits and harm equally. The cross-tabulation showed that 

80.2 percent of the pan-blue supporters said Taiwan would benefit more from the economic pact 
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while 75.2 percent of the pro-green 

supporters said ECFA would do much 

more harm than good, an obvious 

reflection of people's political stance. As 

for the swing voters, it's about 50-50 in 

terms of the influence of ECFA. 

36.3 percent of the polled said they 

had more confidence in President Ma's 

cross-Strait policy following the 

finalization of ECFA (amid them, 8.8 

percent said they had a lot more confidence and 27.5 percent only some). However, 30.5 percent 

said they lost confidence in the policy (among them, 18.7 percent said they lost a lot of 

confidence and 11.8 percent some.) 13.7 percent said their stance remained the same in spite of 

the signed ECFA with 19.5 percent failing to give their opinion or still watching. 50.1 percent of 

people who read the articles of ECFA increased their confidence in President Ma's cross-Strait 

policy but 30.9 percent lost their confidence in it. 

B. 75.7 percent of the respondents did not think DPP supported ECFA and 42.8 percent said DPP should 

support signing of ECFA by two sides across the Strait. 

The poll showed 

that 75.7 percent of 

people did not think 

DPP support signing 

of ECFA (with 53.6 

percent saying the 

opposition was pretty 

strong and 22.1 

percent somewhat 

strong). Only 8.9 

percent said DPP was supportive of the deal. When asked about whether DPP should back the 

economic agreement inked by two sides across the Strait, 42.8 percent gave the positive 

response while 32.3 percent gave the negative response and 24.9 percent did not make clear 

their stance. Although 69 percent of the pan-green supporters were against ECFA, 16.6 percent 

of them thought DPP should back the deal. 60 percent of people who read the articles of ECFA 

thought the opposition DPP should be supportive of the cross-Strait economic agreement while 

27.5 percent said should not. 
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Legislative Yuan held an extraordinary session for reviewing of ECFA; however, DPP was 

against the review procedures and a scuffle later erupted during the assembly. DPP therefore 

walked out of the special session and chose not to review the economic agreement. According to 

the poll, 56.4 percent of people said the legislative branch should resume the session and 

complete the review on ECFA while 24.2 percent held the opposite view. Even 36.1 percent of the 

pan-green supporters thought Legislative Yuan should continue reviewing ECFA with 46.3 

percent saying should not. It is obvious the pan-green supporters are divided over this issue.  

DPP Chairperson Tsai 

Ing-wen said if the party returned 

to power in 2012 it would initiate 

a referendum to revoke ECFA. 

However, the poll showed 52.3 

percent of people were opposed 

to doing away with the signed 

deal and 30.4 percent were 

supportive of it. Obviously, Tsai’s 

idea contradicts prevailing public 

opinion.  

C. Taiwanese people’s stance on unification-independence issue: 51.2 percent preferred to 

maintain status quo, 29.0 percent were in favor of independence and 7.5 percent opted for 

unification with China. People’s stance on ultimately independence-unification issue: 49.1 

percent of people were supportive of ultimate independence while 34.4 percent were not. 15.6 

percent backed ultimate unification with China while 69.9 percent voiced opposition. 

GVSRC has been tracking Taiwanese people’s stance on unification-independence issue.  A 

poll with the standard questionnaires was conducted for comparison after the two sides across 

the Strait signed ECFA. The survey found that 18.5 percent of the polled supported immediate 

declaration of independence by Taiwan while 10.5 percent said Taiwan should maintain status 
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quo before moving toward independence. (People favoring radical and moderate independence 

accounted for 29 percent.) 38.2 percent preferred to maintain status quo and then act according 

to circumstances. 13 percent were supportive of permanent status quo. (People opting for status 

quo accounted for 51.2 percent.) 4.7 percent chose to maintain status quo and then be unified 

with China while 2.8 percent said Taiwan should be unified with China as soon as possible. 

(People who preferred moderate and radical unification accounted for 7.5 percent.) 12.3 percent 

of people did not give explicit response. 

The survey with 

standard questionnaires 

on 

unification-independence 

issue found that if both 

sides across the Strait 

have similar economic, 

political and social 

conditions, 66.1 percent of 

people said unification was 

unnecessary while 12.1 percent said it would facilitate unification. 21.8 percent did not give 

explicit response. The result coincides with the previous surveys since President Ma took office, 

which shows a high level of consensus still exists among people over this issue. When asked 

about the eventual unification with China after two sides across the Strait signed ECFA, 15.6 

percent were supportive of this proposal while 69.9 percent voiced opposition. The survey result 

has little changes compared with the one a year ago. 30.6 percent of pan-blue supporters were in 

favor of being unified with China and 59.6 percent were opposed to it. Even 52.7 percent of 

people whose family were from China did not support this idea with only 28.6 percent willing to be 

unified with China. The survey suggested a strong consensus exists over the issues pertaining to 

unification with China in Taiwan. 

However, when asked whether Taiwan should declare independence and become a new 

country eventually, 49.1 percent of people were supportive of it while 34.4 percent said not 
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support. The result is close to the ones even two years ago with little changes. 28.5 percent of 

people in favor of the pan-blue alliance backed the proposal but 60.3 percent were against it. 78.4 

percent of pan-green supporters were supportive of the idea and 14.6 percent were opposed to it. 

People are a little bit divided on whether Taiwan should move toward independence in 

comparison and it becomes a tug of war between people holding the opposite stances. 

D. President Ma Ying-jeou’s performance: 44.3 percent of the interviewed trusted President Ma 

while 42 percent said distrust.32.3 percent were content with his performance while 56.2 

percent not. Ma's approval rating hit a record high over the past year.   

The poll indicated President Ma’s approval rating was 32.3 percent and disapproval rating 

56.2 percent. In comparison with last month, his approval rating advanced 3.9 percentage points, 

a new high. But Ma's disapproval rating also inched up by 0.6 percentage points. 44.3 percent of 

the polled had trust in President Ma but 42 percent said distrust. Compared with last month, the 

level of public trust in Ma soared 6 percentage points while the level of public distrust in Ma 

dropped 1.3 percentage points. It is the first time that the level of public trust in Ma is higher than 

the negative evaluation in the past ten months. Generally speaking, the signed ECFA and the 

relatively stable political situation helped boost both Ma's approval rating and people's trust in 

him. 

E. People’s evaluation on KMT lawmakers’ overall performance: 21 percent of people were 

satisfied with it while 63.7 percent were dissatisfied. �  

KMT controls nearly 70 percent of seats and has the dominating power in the Legislative 

Yuan. The poll found 63.7 percent of the respondents were not satisfied with the overall 

performance of the KMT legislators, much higher than their approval rating of 21 percent. 

Compared with last month, their approval rating fell by 0.9 percentage point and disapproval 

rating advanced 5.5 percentage points. 

This survey was conducted by GVSRC from 6.20 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. from July 14-16, 2010. It was 
conducted with random-digit-dial sampling and computer-assisted telephone interviewing methods. 1010 
Taiwanese people who are 20 or older completed the interview. One can say with 95% confidence level 
that the margin of error is ±3.1%. Gender, living areas, ages, and educational level of the interviewees 
have undergone weighting procedure and test of the sample’s representativeness in the survey results.  


